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NATIONAL HOMELESS PERSONS’ MEMORIAL MANUAL

December 21 
The first day of winter. The longest night of the year.

 
People in your community will die without a home this year. While we

understand the importance of every life, we recognize the reality of
conditions that individuals and families experiencing homelessness face.  
National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day is the day to remember those

who have died during the year while unhoused, unsheltered, living in
shelters, transitional housing, or other uninhabitable places and spaces,

and without a place to call home.
 

Over the past years, hundreds of cities representing more than thirty
States and the District of Columbia have participated in the National
Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day. Let’s make this a year of increased

awareness and advocacy by organizing in our communities to
memorialize the lives that have been lost across the nation as we work

throughout the coming year to end homelessness and the need for such
a day.

 THE FIRST DAY OF WINTER. THE LONGEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR.
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NATIONAL HOMELESS PERSONS’ MEMORIAL MANUAL

Overview
Since 1990, the National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) has sponsored National
Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day every year on December 21 – the first day of winter
and the longest night of the year – to bring attention to the tragedy of homelessness
and to remember those who have died while living without a permanent home. In 2005,
the National Health Care for the Homeless Council and the National Consumer Advisory
Board joined NCH as co-sponsors of this meaningful event.  In 2022, the National
Alliance to End Homelessness is the newest sponsor.

In an effort to maximize the impact of the day, we encourage local and statewide
organizations to hold memorials for people experiencing homelessness who have died in
their communities that year. In 2016, over 179 Memorial Day events were held on or
around December 21st to honor the people who died homeless. Each year we continue
to hold this sacred time of remembrance and honor for all who have passed without
housing and look toward the day when everyone will have a place to call home.

What You Can Do

1. Get involved with a memorial service in your city: A list of the year’s Memorial Day
Events, including contact information for local sponsors can be found at:
www.nationalhomeless.org/about-us/projects/memorial-day  

2. Organize your own event to commemorate those who have died while living without a
permanent home and raise awareness about the severity of homelessness.

3. Record the names of people who died without housing during the year in your
community. In many places homeless deaths are not tracked or recorded, so work with
people who are experiencing homelessness, service providers, and public officials to
compile a list as best as possible.

Resources

This manual should serve as a resource to assist you in your efforts. If you have any
additional questions, please feel free to contact us.

National Coalition For The Homeless
2201 P Street NW,Washington, DC  20037
www.nationalhomeless.org
Phone: (202) 462-4822 ext. 703
info@nationalhomeless.org
 
National Health Care for the Homeless Council/National Consumer Advisory Board

 THE FIRST DAY OF WINTER. THE LONGEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR.

P A G E  4



NATIONAL HOMELESS PERSONS’ MEMORIAL MANUAL

Candlelight vigils
Silent marches
Graveside services
Plays and performances
Special religious services
Public policy advocacy events

PO Box 60427
Nashville, TN 37206
www.nhchc.org
Phone: (615) 226-2292
Fax: (615) 226-1656
council@nhchc.org

National Alliance to End Homelessness
1518 K Street NW, 2nd Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005
www.endhomelessness.org
Phone: (202) 638-1526
Fax: (202) 638-4644
info@naeh.org

Planning Your Event

Invite other organizations to participate in planning the event. Local and statewide
coalitions for the homeless, health care for the homeless projects, shelters, housing
programs, service providers and outreach programs may all wish to participate. People
who have experienced/are currently experiencing homelessness should be incorporated
into these events at every stage. 

Make sure to tailor your local event to your own community. Try to think creatively about
ways to honor the memory of those who have died and ways to raise awareness about
homelessness. Past events have included:

All organizers are encouraged to work with their local health department and/or health
care clinic/programs to identify the number of people who have died while homeless in
the local area. Try to obtain the names and ages of each person. A name-reading can be a
powerful component of your ceremony, as could a moment of silence for each of the
deceased.

A full listing of this year’s Memorial Day events is posted at
www.nationalhomeless.org/about-us/projects/memorial-day/. Consult the list Memorial
Events for more ideas and examples.
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Make and circulate a flyer that includes important information about your event such
as time and place (see sample on page 7).

Update your organizational and personal social media pages to promote the event. 

Submit a press release announcing your event to local media (see sample on page 10).

Write and submit an article or letter-to-the-editor for your local newspaper drawing
attention to your event and to the issue of homelessness (see sample on page 15).

Invite local media to your event, if you feel comfortable doing so. 

Working with your Local Government

In order to attract more attention to this year’s Memorial Day, work with your local city
council, mayor, state legislature, or governor. Encourage them to pass a proclamation or
resolution that recognizes December 21st as National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day
and describes homelessness as a continuing and serious issue that must be resolved. 
       (See sample proclamation and resolution on pages 11-14).

Working with Media

Media coverage of homelessness usually reaches its peak at the beginning of winter and
the holiday season. Make sure you publicize your event on social media and encourage
local press to promote and cover your event. Each group should:

Media coverage is a great tool to bring attention to governmental policies, or lack
thereof, which can be a contributing factor to the homelessness in your area. As
governmental policies can also be part of the solution for homelessness, make sure to give
credit where it is due. 

Material on current policy issues is available at www.nationalhomeless.org,
www.nhchc.org, and www.endhomeless.org
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A description of your event
The number of people experiencing
homelessness who have died in your
community
Photographs following the event

Working with Us
Please provide the following information on the
event form at
https://nationalhomeless.org/about-
us/projects/memorial-day/:

Sample Flyer
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The Longest Night of the Year

Welcome to the Annual Homeless
Persons’ Memorial Day Service in
Central Florida. 

This service commemorates the lives
of the homeless members of our
community who died. Participants will
join community groups, service
providers and individuals in cities
across the United States who are
holding their own services today.  

This candlelight service is held on
December 21st, the first day of winter
and the longest night of the year. Our
goal is to memorialize the lives of
those who have died on our streets or
in our shelters from conditions directly
related to their homelessness. In many
cases, this service will be the only
commemoration of their lives. 

In Seminole, Orange and Osceola
Counties, 33 people lost their lives
while homeless this year. Advocates,
friends, community leaders and service
providers hope to bring attention to
the need for more resources to provide
affordable housing, emergency shelter
and medical care for our most
vulnerable citizens. 

Thank you for attending this service.
For more information about how you
can help end homelessness, contact

Homeless Services Network of
Central Florida
www.hsncfl.org 
(407) 893-0133

SAMPLE PROGRAM
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SAMPLE NEWS/PRESS RELEASE
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SAMPLE NEWS/PRESS RELEASE
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SAMPLE STATE PROCLAMATION
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SAMPLE STATE PROCLAMATION
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SAMPLE CITY/COUNTY RESOLUTION
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SAMPLE ARTICLE
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SAMPLE ARTICLE
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    Hosting a Virtual Event 

In order As COVID continues to pose challenges for in-person events, virtual memorials
are a way to honor those who have died without the risks associated with gathering in
person. Additionally, virtual memorials allow people who may not otherwise have been
able to attend in person, allowing your vigil to reach a broader audience. Following are
recommendations to assist in planning a virtual event:

 • Collect names and photographs that can be utilized to create a video or other visual to
promote your memorial and highlight the people who have died without housing in your
community. This can also be an opportunity to add faces to the names that are shown and
read.

 • Share the event information widely to increase attendance by sending personal
invitations to homeless system service providers, consumer groups, and community
allies. You can also ask community providers to stream the event in their communal
spaces. Create a Facebook Event to crowd source the audience. Some meeting platforms,
like Zoom, also allow for streaming live to Facebook. 

• Determine the best platform to use based on your community’s resources. If your
community members have access to smart phones, a virtual memorial on Zoom may be a
great fit. You could use Zoom meetings if you want everyone to see each other, or Zoom
webinars if you want to limit who is visible to the attendees. Zoom can also be used for
video or audio, if people only have the ability to call in. 

• Gather a team to support the event, including people to coordinate event logistics,
facilitate/moderate the event, and help with technology issues.

 • Consider how to engage participants during the event by encouraging people to use the
chat function to share their experiences and feelings related to grief and loss for
community members experiencing homelessness who haved died. Some online platforms
allow for breakout sessions. This can be a way for people to be able to share stories and
engage with one another in smaller groups that allow for more personal connections. 

• Consider leaving a moment of silence for all those whose names were not able to be
collected or unmute attendees for people to share the names of others who have passed.
Focusing the event on eulogies and centering those who have died can set the tone for
deeper awareness and understanding related to homelessness and advocacy to end it.   

NATIONAL HOMELESS PERSONS’ MEMORIAL MANUAL

 THE FIRST DAY OF WINTER. THE LONGEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR.

P A G E  1 8



IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, PLEASE FEEL
FREE TO CONTACT US

 
National Coalition For The Homeless

2201 P Street NW,Washington, DC  20037
www.nationalhomeless.org

Phone: (202) 462-4822 ext. 703
info@nationalhomeless.org
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