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Data collection:

1. Washington SB 6671
a. Summary of the Bill:

The Bill would require the state to more frequently review the efforts and performance of homeless service providers in order to determine the most effective and cost-efficient solutions. In addition, it contains provisions mandating that the annual homeless count provide information regarding the demographics of homeless persons, as well as if they are currently homeless with their family, are a survivor of domestic violence, a veteran, or a person living with HIV. This data would be used to help determine best practices, as well as to gather information for a strategic plan that must be published every 5 years beginning Summer 2017. The Bill also contains amendments to mandates regarding how funding can be used in homeless services or affordable housing programs.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL 6671. (2016, March 04). Retrieved August 1, 2016, from http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/6671-S.pdf] 


b. How it will impact people experiencing homelessness:
i. Will help identify best practices which in turn will create more housing stability across the state
ii. Every 10 years there will be a study done which will act as a supplement to the Point-In-Time Count an homeless client management information system by conducting face to face interviews which will provide an in-depth assessment of why the individual is in the state of homelessness


Identification Protection:

1. Washington SB 5898/HB 2135
a. Summary of the Bill:

Provides that those experiencing domestic violence and/or homelessness must be fully informed about their right to privacy and confidential disclosure of personal information.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  SB 5898 - 2015-16. (2016, April 01). Retrieved August 01, 2016, from http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5898#history] 


b. How it will impact people experiencing homelessness:
i. Aimed at reducing harm to persons interest in privacy, safety financial or other interests
ii. If an individual does not want their identity shared will not face any consequences such as the denial of services
iii. Domestic abuse victims will have the right to remove themselves from HMIS system but will still have access to full services


Education:

1. Washington SB 5065
a. Summary of the Bill:

As the number of homeless students in Washington’s public schools continues to increase, this Bill will enact provisions aimed at improving educational outcomes for homeless students, as well as strengthening partnerships between service agencies and school districts in order to help these students obtain stable housing. It will set a standard for the minimum number of staff necessary to act as homeless liaisons, and for the amount of money schools will be required to spend on homeless services.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  SB 5065 - 2015-16. (2016, April 01). Retrieved August 01, 2016, from http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5065] 


b. How it will impact people experiencing homelessness:
i. Creating an additional state grant program will help reduce barriers to enrollment, retention, and graduation
ii. Increasing transparency and collaboration will help mitigate barriers for homeless students to have access to an education in turn graduate from high school 
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