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Local Candidates Pledge to
Prevent and End Mass Homelessness

[Insert name of city in which the release is being issued] – [insert #] candidates for public offices representing [insert name of geographic area] have pledged to take action to prevent and end mass homelessness.  The candidates have acted in response to a request from [insert name of requesting organization] that they endorse a consensus statement on solutions to homelessness developed by an assembly of national organizations.

Candidates taking the pledge include: [Insert names of candidates taking the pledge and the offices for which each is seeking]

The consensus statement identifies the solutions to homelessness as: 

· Renew key federal homeless assistance programs by Congress

· Increase the supply of affordable housing

· Provide health care, education, and social services to all who need them

· Assure incomes sufficient to pay for the necessities of life

· Prevent discrimination against homeless persons.

Candidates across the country are being asked to endorse the consensus statement as a demonstration that political will exists to address the causes and consequences of homelessness, a socioeconomic condition experienced by 3.5 million Americans annually. 

[Insert quote from organization spokesperson here, such as “We are pleased that several candidates for public offices representing our community have taken the pledge to make homelessness one of their priority issues if elected. We urge more candidates to join the growing movement to prevent and end homelessness, once and for all,” said XX]. 
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