Sample Endorsement Invitation Letter to Candidates

Dear [name of candidate]:
 
Thank you for offering your service as a public official by declaring your candidacy for [insert name of office being sought] 

[Introduce yourself and/or your organization. If writing on behalf of an organization, describe its mission, purpose, number of members, and/or number of clients served annually] 

[I am/We are] writing to ask you to pledge to include the prevention and end of homelessness among your public policy priorities, if elected to public office. As evidence of such a pledge, we seek your endorsement of the Five Fundamentals to Prevent and End Homelessness, a statement of principles issued in 2007 by an assembly of nonprofit organizations concerned with homelessness.   

Mass homelessness in the United States is a social evil and national shame. An estimated 3.5 million Americans are homeless in any given year [, including approximately XX people in the geographic area you will be representing as an office holder]. 1.35 million of these individuals are children. As many as 200,000 homeless persons are veterans. Persons who are homeless are less likely than others to receive health and mental health care they need, resulting in a life expectancy of thirty years less than the general population. Many of our nation’s homeless adults are working, but earning incomes insufficient to afford housing in their communities. Children and youth who are homeless are less likely to break the cycle by graduating from high school. 92 percent of homeless women have experienced severe physical or sexual abuse at least once. All people experiencing homelessness are vulnerable to hate crimes and violence, and so this grim list of statistics could be continued.

Mass homelessness is not the result of personal deficits of individuals, but rather the failure of government at all levels to ensure that social and economic conditions are in place that allow each American to secure basic human needs, including health care, a source of income, and a permanent, safe, and affordable place to live.

Mass homelessness is neither inevitable nor intractable. At an individual level, homeless people themselves, supported by a vast network of governmental and nongovernmental agencies, are working daily to secure jobs, health care, public benefits, and housing. At a systemic level, federal, state, and local governments are establishing strategic plans to prevent and end homelessness, developing evidence-based and promising programmatic responses, and investing in public human needs programs. Yet efforts to date are insufficient, as made evident by the fact that over three million Americans lack a permanent home each year, and an even larger number are at imminent risk of losing their housing. Much more must be done if we are to see an end to homelessness in the United States.

With that in mind, [I/we] have joined with an assembly of nonprofit organizations concerned with homelessness to declare five fundamental principles that must animate public policy in a nation without mass homelessness:

I. McKinney-Vento homeless assistance programs should be reauthorized. 

II. The supply of affordable housing must be dramatically increased.

III. Health care, education, and social services must be provided to all who need them.

IV. Personal incomes must be sufficient to pay for the necessities of life.

V. Discrimination against homeless persons must be prevented. 

I have included the full consensus statement on the Five Fundamentals with this letter. 

[I/we] strongly urge you to pledge to include the prevention and end of homelessness among your public policy priorities by endorsing the Five Fundamentals to Prevent and End Homelessness. To do so, please complete the enclosed Candidate Endorsement Form and return it to [me/us] so that [I/we] may have your name recorded on the roster of pledged candidates.

Our organization will notify our members and the general public of those endorsing the Five Fundamentals. The national organizations coordinating this campaign also will add your name to a list of pledged candidates. We urge you to publicize your pledge of the Five Fundamentals as well. We believe it is necessary for mass homelessness to be at the forefront of this current election.

Together, policymakers and the public they represent, including people experiencing homelessness, must and can end mass homelessness in the United States. We look forward to working with you to make this aspiration a reality.

Sincerely,

XX 

