Sample Letter to Accompany Action Alert

[Note: Requires Organization Circulating Alert to Input Information]

Dear [name of candidate]:
 
I am writing to ask you to pledge to include the prevention and end of homelessness among your public policy priorities, if elected to public office.

Mass homelessness in the United States is a social evil and national shame. An estimated 3.5 million Americans are homeless in any given year. Mass homelessness is not the result of personal deficits of individuals, but rather the failure of government at all levels to ensure that social and economic conditions are in place that allow each American to secure basic human needs, including health care, a source of income, and a permanent, safe, and affordable place to live.

Mass homelessness is neither inevitable nor intractable. Action is taking place across the country to bring this social condition to an end. But much more must be done.

That’s why I am asking you to pledge to include the prevention and end of homelessness among your policy priorities, if you are elected to office.  I ask you to consider doing so by endorsing five fundamental principals to ending homelessness.

I. McKinney-Vento homeless assistance programs should be reauthorized. 

II. The supply of affordable housing must be dramatically increased.

III. Health care, education, and social services must be provided to all who need them.

IV. Personal incomes must be sufficient to pay for the necessities of life.

V. Discrimination against homeless persons must be prevented. 

To endorse the five fundamentals, please contact [insert contact information of the collecting organization], who can provide you additional information. I look forward to receiving your response.  Best wishes on your candidacy.
