SAMPLE ACTION ALERT

[Prepare on your organization’s letterhead. 

Customize sections in brackets to localize this alert.]

TAKE ACTION TODAY

Ask Candidates for Public Office to

Pledge to Prevent and End Homelessness

WHAT: [Insert name of organization] urges individuals and organizations concerned with homelessness and poverty to contact candidates for public offices representing [insert name of geographic area] and ask them to pledge to include the prevention and end of homelessness among their public policy priorities, if elected to office. 

One way for candidates to take the pledge is to endorse the Five Fundamentals to Prevent and End Homelessness, a statement of principles issued in 2007 by an assembly of nonprofit organizations concerned with homelessness. You may view the Five Fundamentals Statement by visiting the Five Fundamentals Campaign page at www.nationalhomeless.org.  

WHEN: Contact candidates for public offices NOW! Electoral campaigns are heating up as we head toward Election Day, November 4, 2008.
WHY:  Mass homelessness in the United States is a social evil and national shame. An estimated 3.5 million Americans are homeless in any given year. Mass homelessness is neither inevitable nor intractable. Yet, efforts to date to eradicate this social evil are insufficient. Much more must be done if we are to see an end to homelessness in the United States.

With that in mind, an assembly of national organizations that share a concern about homelessness has developed an opportunity for candidates for public office at all levels of government to pledge to include the prevention and end of homelessness among their priorities – by endorsing Five Fundamentals to Prevent and End Homelessness.  [Insert name of organization] supports this national effort.
HOW:  

1. Write letters to candidates for public offices representing [insert name of geographic area] and ask them to pledge to include the prevention and end of homelessness among their public policy priorities, if elected to office.

2. A sample letter is attached.  Please customize it to give it a local flavor.

3. Mail or hand-deliver your letters to candidates for public offices.

4. A list of candidates for public offices representing [insert name of geographic area] is provided below.

WHO:
[Insert name of organization] asks that letters be sent to all candidates for public offices representing [insert name of geographic area].  A list of public offices and candidates for those offices follows [or is attached, or is posted online at XXXX] [It is the responsibility of the alert sender to assemble a set of candidate contact information]:

Federal Level

[List candidates and campaign addresses for the U.S. Senate and U.S. Representative(s) seats representing your geographic area.]

State Level 

[List candidates and campaign addresses for Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and state Senators and Representatives serving your geographic area.]

Local Level

[List candidates and campaign addresses for Mayor, County Executive, and county or city council/commission members serving your geographic area.]

For Additional Information:

· Contact [insert name and information for organization contact]

· Visit the Five Fundamentals Campaign web page at: www.nationalhomeless.org.  

