The Longest Night of the Year
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Each night since 1990, on or near the first day of winter and the longest night of the year, the National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) and the National Health Care for the Homeless Council (NHCHC) and the National Consumer Advisory Board (NCAB), have co-sponsored National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day to bring attention to the tragedy of homelessness and to remember our homeless friends who have paid the ultimate price for our nation’s failure to address this issue.

In an effort to maximize the impact of the day, the NCH, NHCHC and the NCAB encouraged state and local groups to join the effort.  This year there are over 70 events organized by individuals, community groups and service providers to remember those who have died without homes in the previous year. These events are taking place in over 30 states, D.C., England and Canada. 
Thank you for attending this service.  For more information about how you can help, contact:

National Coalition for the Homeless

phone: (202) 462-4822 

www.nationalhomeless.org
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National Homeless Persons’

Memorial Day

December 21, 2007
5:00 PM

To honor those who have died

While homeless

In the DC Metro Area
 In 2007
McPherson Square Park

15th and K Street, NW

Memorial Litany

Agbbayi/Fashina        

Albert Rowe

Alvin Caldwin  

Alvin Carpenter

Anna Jones                    

Annette Washington  

Anthony Todd Seabrook
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Betty Davis
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Billy Carpenter       
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Bryant Ford          
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Carlos Vaughn

Charles Kesik              

Charles Lewis       

Charles Smith           

Charles Winborne     
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Clyde Gant           
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David McCullough      

David Tarver         

Delno Garnell                      
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Dewight Johnson     

Diane Little            

Edward Williams     

Ernest Wood             

Eziekel Saunders      

Frances Baylor     

Fred Mitchell        

Gary Connelley  

Gebrehiwet Tekela   

George Bradley        
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James Goldsberry     
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James Smith           
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James Williams           

Jerry D. Brown     
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Kenneth Wilson             

King Gregory Allen     

Lakeah Davis

Larry Blue                   

Larry Skinner        

Latoya Smith         

Leah Paramore             

Lisa Smith-White     

Luis Ramireze       
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Maria Piroglu           

Marlys Chatel                

Mary White                      

Melvin White             

Michael Boyd        

Michael Cornish          

Michelle Carter           

Milton Alston  

Monica Johnson    

Omar Demasa         

Paul Wilson  

Quincy Gatling          

Ralph Robinson 

Ralph Shakelford         

Randall McGee     

Raymond Abbey  

Reginald Durr-Bey   

Richard Moore

Robert Kelley        

Robert Lee Gerald       

Robert Williams          

Robert Wolinsky    

Ronald Holt                 

Ronnie Tyson      
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Russell Crestwell       

Samuel Prosteler    

Saundra Culbreath  

Sean Catlin                   

Sheila Watkins       

Sophia Menatos     

Stanley Stevens     

Suzanne Shriver     
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Towanda Davies         

Tracy Shingler        

Vanessa Davis       

Walter Carter        

Wanda Prillman      

Waynman Wise     

William Barnes         

William Brown      

Yvette Attaway                         
Life long advocates for the homeless, Jimmy Heath and Representative Julia Carson.

…and to all the others who have died while homeless in the District of Columbia that were not mentioned tonight.  A moment of silence as we honor you and bring attention to the issue of homelessness.  We hope that every single man, women, child and family will find a place to call home.
Co-Sponsors:
Coalition of Housing and Homeless Organizations

National Coalition for the Homeless

National Consumer Advisory Board

National Health Care for the Homeless Council

Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless
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Welcome: Michael O’Neill, National Coalition for the Homeless
Opening Prayer: Fr. David Bava, Holy Redeemer Church
First Musical Selection:  Michael McFadden, Until We’re Home
First Testimonial: Rico Harris, Community for Creative Non-Violence (CCNV) 
                                                                                                                                                                            Remarks: Keith Cross, Deputy Director, DHS  
First Poem:   “The Streets” by Don Gardner    
Second Testimonial: JoAnn Jackson, Formerly homeless

           Remarks:  Councilmember Tommy Wells (WARD 6)

Memorial Litany/Prayer: Mary Ann Luby, Washington Legal Clinic for the                                              
                                                        Homeless

Second Poem:   “The Least Among Us” by David Harris, read by Jesse Smith
Second Musical Selection: Michael Mcfadden, Until We’re Home  
Reading of Names: Eric Sheptock, Until We’re Home
                                              Chet Grey, Downtown BID




     Francine Triplett, Street Sense Board Member
                                               Dana Woolfolk, Alexandria Community Services Board
                                    Tulin Ozdeger, National Law Center on Homelessness and 
                                                             Poverty




     Chapman Todd, Catholic Charities

Open Microphone:  For anyone who would like to share or add names
Closing Remarks:  Michael Stoops, Acting Executive Director, NCH 

                                                    Honoring Congresswomen Julia Carson (D-IN)
Closing Prayer:   Fr. David Bava, Holy Redeemer Church
